In 1997 Ben Dekhil et al. transferred the type species of the genus Conglomeromonas, Conglomeromonas largomobilis subsp. largomobilis, to the genus Azospirillum as Azospirillum largomobile on the basis of phylogenetic evidence determined by a comparison of 16s rDNA sequences and earlier nucleic acid hybridization studies (Falk et al., 1986) . The study by Ben Dekhil et al. (1997) also showed that the second subspecies of Conglomeromonas largomobilis, Conglomeromonas largomobilis subsp. parooensis, was more distantly related to A . largomobile and the existing species of Azospirillum than originally predicted, and is the only known representative on a deep subline of descent within the Azospirillum branch of the a subclass of the Proteobacteria. On the basis of the phylogenetic evidence and supporting phenotypic characteristics, including the inability to fix dinitrogen, a proposal was made to retain the genus Conglomeromonas by elevating the subspecies C. largomobilis subsp. parooensis to the new type species of Conglomeromonas as Conglomeromonas parooensis sp. nov. Subsequently it was realized that this action was contrary to Rule 37a(l) of the International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria (Lapage et al., 1992) , whereby the name of the genus must be changed if the nomenclatural type (Conglomeromonas largomobilis subsp. largomobilis) is excluded from the genus. Thus the genus Conglomeromonas became invalid as a consequence of this action and the proposal to create a new type species for the genus was invalid. Consequently, a new genus is required to accommodate C. largomobilis subsp.
parooensis.
Evidence has been provided in the previous paper by Ben Dekhil et al. (1997) to support the inclusion of C. largomobilis subsp. parooensis in a separate genus and the purpose of this paper is to correct the nomenclatural anomaly caused by the previous proposal. We propose therefore that the subspecies of C. largomobilis subsp. parooensis be transferred to a new genus, Skermanella gen. nov., as Skermanella parooensis sp. nov. We also correct the spelling of the specific epithet of Azospirillum largomobile to Azospirillum largimobile to conform with the neuter gender of the genus in accordance with the recommendation of Appendix 9 of the International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria (Lapage et al., 1992) . The description given below for Skermanella is based on the original description of the genus Conglomeromonas by Skerman et al.
( 1 983) and includes data 00883 0 1999 IUMS L. I. Sly and E. Stackebrandt Table   Compilation of data from Dobereiner (1992), Khammas et al. (1989) , Krieg & Dobereiner (1984) , Skerman et al. (1983) Skerrnanella parooensis (pa.roo.en'sis, M.L. fem. (and masc.) adj. parooensis belonging/pertaining to the Paroo, referring to the Paroo Channel in southwest Queensland, Australia, the source of the water from which the organism was isolated).
The species has the characteristics of the genus and the following additional characteristics. Cells grown on peptone yeast extract agar are 1.0-1-5 by 1-5 pm; cells grown on lake water agar are 1.0-1-5 by 2-3 pm. Cells are noncapsulated. Separated colonies grown on peptone yeast extract agar are always in the conglomerate form. Growth after 72 h of incubation at 28 "C is apricot-coloured, opaque, raised and round with a rough furrowed surface and irregular edge. Ageing cells contain poly-P-hydroxybutyrate inclusions. The growth temperature range is 10-37 "C.
The G + C content of the DNA of the type strain is 67-2 0.8 mol% (Ti) . The type strain is strain ACM 2042T (= UQM 2042T), which was isolated from fresh water.
